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State Seal  1779-1794 State Seal  1794 -1836
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State Seal  1836 - 1893 State Seal  1893 - 1971
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Carolina commissioned by Governor Martin, was in Philadelphia to settle the state’s 
Revolutionary War claims against the federal government. Martin sent a design to 
Colonel Thomas for a new seal for the state; however, after suggestions by Dr. Hugh 
Williamson and Senator Samuel Johnston, this sketch was disregarded and a new one 
submitted. This new sketch, with some modification, was finally accepted by Governor 
Spaight, and Colonel Thomas had the seal made accordingly.

The seal press for the old seal had proved unwieldy due to its two-sided nature 
and large diameter. Governor Richard Dobbs Spaight in a letter to Colonel Abisha 
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This state flag was issued to North Carolina regiments of state troops during the 
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The Dogwood – State Flower
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State Toast
The following toast was officially adopted as the State Toast of North Carolina by 
the General Assembly of 1957 (Session Laws, 1957, c.777):

Here’s to the land of the long leaf pine,
The summer land where the sun doth shine,
Where the weak grow strong and the strong grow great,
Here’s to “Down Home,” the Old North State!
Here’s to the land of the cotton bloom white,
Where the scuppernong perfumes the breeze at night,
Where the soft southern moss and jessamine mate,
‘Neath the murmuring pines of the Old North State!
Here’s to the land where the galax grows,
Where the rhododendron’s rosette glows,
Where soars Mount Mitchell’s summit great,
In the “Land of the Sky,” in the Old North State!
Here’s to the land where maidens are fair,
Where friends are true and cold hearts rare,
The near land , the dear land, whatever fate
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The Emerald – State Precious Stone
	 The General Assembly of 1973 designated the emerald as the official State 

Precious Stone (Session Laws, 1973, c. 136). A greater variety of minerals, more 
than 300, have been found in North Carolina than in any other state. These minerals 
include some of the most valuable and unique gems in the world. 

The largest emerald ever found in North Carolina was 1,438 carats and was 
found at Hiddenite, near Statesville. The Carolina Emerald, now owned by Tiffany 
& Company of New York, was also found at Hiddenite in 1970. When cut to 13.14 
carats, the stone was valued at the time at $100,000 and became the largest and finest 
cut emerald on this continent.
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Milk – State Beverage
	 The General Assembly of 1987 adopted milk as the official State Beverage 

(Session Laws, 1987, c. 347). In making milk the official state beverage, North 
Carolina followed many other states, including its immediate neighbor to the north, 
Virginia, and Wisconsin, the nation’s number one dairy state. The state’s dairy 
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The Plott Hound – State Dog
	 The Plott hound was adopted as our official State Dog on August 12, 1989 

(Session Laws of North Carolina, 1989 c. 773; G.S. 145-13). The Plott hound originated 
in the mountains of North Carolina around 1750 and is the only breed known to 
have originated in this state. Named for Jonathon Plott, the German immigrant who 
developed the breed as a wild boar hound, the Plott hound is a legendary hunting 
dog known as a courageous fighter and tenacious tracker. He is also a gentle and 
extremely loyal companion to North Carolina’s hunters. The Plott hound is very quick, 
has superior treeing instincts and has always been a favorite of big-game hunters. The 
Plott hound 
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State Name and Nicknames
In 1629, King Charles I of England “erected into a province,” all the land from 

Albemarle Sound on the north to the St. John’s River on the south, which he directed 
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The Venus Flytrap -- The State Carnivorous Plant
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Some Other Official North Carolina State Symbols

Oak Ridge Military Academy -- State Military Academy (1991)

Hertford County Watermelon Festival -- Northeastern North Carolina  Watermelon 
Festival (1993)
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The commission first hired William Nichols, Jr,. to draft plans for the building. 
In August of 1833, however, the committee replaced Nichols with distinguished New 
York architects Ithiel Town and Alexander Jackson Davis. Town and Davis altered 
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Among the trees on the grounds and on the roof areas are sugar maples, 
dogwoods, crabapples, magnolias, crepe myrtles and pines.

Throughout the building, the same color scheme is maintained: walnut, accented 
with white, gold and red, as well as green foliage. In general, all wood is American 
walnut, metal is brass or similar material, carpets are red and upholstery is gold 
or black.

The enclosed area consists of 206,000 square feet of floor area with a volume of 
3,210,000 cubic feet. Heating equipment provides over 7,000,000 B.T.U.s per hour; 
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